2	A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
blunders, proceeding blindly first in one direction and then
in the other.
Changes in social and educational conditions are and
have always been inevitable. Any examination of history
will shpw them constantly taking place in one way or
another, despite most determined efforts to prevent such
an occurrence. These changes cannot be stayed, but we
may through the experience of the past be able to guide
them. The study of history will enable us to examine
close at hand what has previously taken place at various
periods and permit us to distinguish the several factors
in educational development — social, economic, political,
religious — and hence come to understand their in tor-
relation and effects. It will discriminate for us the tra-
ditions, customs, and systems that have existed in the
past and afford us some knowledge of what attitudes and
procedures have led to success or failure. If wo but
acquaint ourselves with these lessons of history, we are not
likely to follow only the beaten paths, nor yet to rush wildly
after each will-o'-the-wisp.
It is particularly important in a democratic society like
ours to recognize that changes are bound to occur and to
seek to direct and control them in the interest of the com-
mon good. In an autocracy or oligarchy this tendency of
society toward constant change is never readily admitted
It is regarded with both hatred and fear. Existing con-
ditions are willfully or ignorantly guarded as something
sacred, and an effort to preserve the present situation is
made through an appeal to some tabu, the divine right of
kings, a class organization of society, or other traditions.
Those who hold radical views of the social order, on the
other hand, insist upon change at any cost, and, ignoring
all that has occurred, seek to act with no evidence from the

